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When we study Scripture, we are told that we are: 
to learn to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Tim 2:15) 
To hide the Word of God in our hearts (ps 119:11) 
and to consider the whole counsel of God (acts 20:27) 
 
The whole counsel.  Not just the parts we like.  Not just the parts that make God sound like how we 
want Him to be.  How He really is, and understanding how He wants us to really be.  
 
It’s important that we don’t just pick random passages of Scripture out of context and build our beliefs 
around them.  Otherwise we end up building systems of beliefs and practices around mistaken or 
incomplete ideas of who God is, what He is like, what He has said, what He has done, and who He 
has created us to be.  
 
striving to be like the Bereans, who in Acts 17 received the word with all readiness of mind and 
searched the scriptures daily whether those things were so." 
 
Scripture is God’s revelation to us, and we need to understand it in its context.  How do we do that? 
The Word itself tells us in Isaiah 28:10 the manner in which we are to seek to understand it: verse by 
verse, line by line, precept by precept.   
 
We need to understand how it was heard and understood by the original hearer in its original context, 
in its original language, in its original culture.  We need to study to understand what understandings 
we may be missing by virtue of being separated by time, language, culture, history, and geographical 
location.  
 
This is God’s self revelation to us.   
 
And God’s revelation has some dangers to it... because we are people and we tend to hear things the 
way we want to hear them, there are response tendencies we can have based upon the way He 
revealed Himself to us. 
 
Last week in Romans 14, we talked through the tension between Legalism vs Liberty  
That tension comes from the tendencies we have to overemphasize particular bits of God’s 
revelation. 
If we overemphasize this one bit of revelation, from the Matthew 28:20: “teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded” – we end up with Legalism.  Rules without love.   
 
If we overemphasize this one bit of revelation from Galatians 5:1: “it is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free, so don’t put yourself under a yoke of bondage” then we end up with excessive Liberty, or as 
Pastor Sherwood called it, Liberality.  Freedom without healthy boundaries – freedom without 
showing love to others.  
 
We are NOT to be those who cherry pick scriptures that line up with their preferences and build 
doctrine around it:  
 



We know those people... they have been around us our entire lives and faith journeys.  In churches 
and in popular culture.   
 
God’s heart is often misrepresented – intentionally or not – through the misunderstanding or 
misrepresentation of His revelation through Scripture.  And the misrepresentation of God’s heart often 
has practical implications and consequences that affect us.  
 
One of the areas where God’s heart is often misrepresented or misunderstood, and where this has 
resulted in many broken beliefs and practices, is where it comes to God’s revelation about women in 
the Bible.  
 
Shortly, we will be discussing among others, 1 Timothy 2:11-15, which is the passage many have 
used as a lens to view scripture with regarding women.   
 
And to begin our conversation, I think it would be appropriate to honor a sister in Christ,  
Rachel Held Evans, who just died unexpectedly just a week ago at the age of 37 after an allergic 
reaction to medication for an infection.   She wrote the New York Times bestseller, “A Year Of Biblical 
Womanhood.  Like many other prominent Christian leaders and authors, she had some views I don’t 
agree with, but she wrote this, which I wholeheartedly do agree with, which I’d like to share now: 
 
“Unfortunately, when it comes to womanhood, many Christians tend to read the rest of 
scripture through the lens of 1 Timothy 2:11-15 rather than the other way around.  
 
By highlighting the many female leaders and teachers in scripture, I’m hoping to set the stage so that 
we see 1 Timothy 2 for what it is—an anomaly. It’s hard to argue that Paul’s statements there are 
meant to be universally applied when so many women from scripture are honored by God and 
praised by their community for teaching and exercising leadership.  
 
But before we begin, a disclaimer:  There is no doubt that the Bible was written in a patriarchal 
culture.As a result, men are named significantly more often, men serve as protagonists in the biblical 
stories more often, and men hold positions of leadership more often. In addition, there are stories and 
laws found in scripture regarding women that are profoundly troubling: women are identified as 
property (Exodus 20:17, Deuteronomy 5:21, Judges 5:30), rape laws require fathers to be paid for 
damages and the female victim to marry her rapist (Deuteronomy 22:28-29), virginity expectations 
focused almost exclusively on girls, women are valued less in vow redemption (Leviticus 27:1-8), the 
birth of girls represents a greater impurity assessment in the Levitical Purity Codes (Leviticus 12:2-4), 
women are considered spoils of war (Numbers 31:32-35, Deuteronomy 20:14, Deuteronomy 21:10-
15, Judges 5:30, Judges 21:11-23), adultery laws subjected women to more scrutiny and punished 
them more severely than men, polygamy was common, owning concubines was common, and 
impregnating slave women was common.  Furthermore, stories surrounding women like Tamar of 
Genesis, Dinah, Hagar, the dismembered concubine of Judges 19, Jephthah's daughter, Tamar of 
the Davidic narrative, and so on reveal the profound inequity that characterized day-to-day life for 
women living in the ancient Near East.  
 
Sometimes egalitarians, in their enthusiasm for advancing the equality and dignity of women 
in the Church, gloss over such passages or try to explain them away. I’m not interested in doing 
that. I can’t do that. I’ve tried, and frankly, it feels like I am dishonoring the suffering and the bravery 
of these women by pretending their oppression wasn’t really so bad.  
 
Still, it’s astounding that, in the midst of such a patriarchal culture, so many women are honored as 
leaders and teachers in scripture. This speaks volumes about the remarkable wisdom, 



resourcefulness, courage, and godliness it would take to teach and lead in such times, and says a lot 
about the value God places on women even when the world does not.” 
-Rachel Held Evans 
  
So today, on Mother’s Day, rather than only focus on moms, let’s expand the conversation and talk 
about some of the Myths and Misperceptions about Women and Christianity 
 
When we see Strong Women featured in the Bible, and how God works in them and through them, 
we get a glimpse into God’s heart.   
 
Here are six Myths and Misperceptions we can deal with: 
 
Myth#1: Women should only dress a certain way 
 Having women only be able to wear long skirts, never cut their hair, based on 1 Tim 2:9 
 women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control,  
 not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 
 
 which dealt with a specific problem in a specific place, of the Christian women being mistaken 
 for pagan temple prostitutes by the way they dressed 
 
Misunderstanding of and misapplication of 1 Tim 2:9-10 
NOT whole counsel of God on the matter 
 which does not take into consideration Galatians 5:1 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery. 
 
 CONTEXT IS KING 
  Ephesus – southwest coast of modern Turkey.  Greek City, taken over by Romans in  
  129BC.  Temple of Artemis (Seven Wonders), Oracle of Delphi located there.  
  Temple priestesses.  Various sexual practices as idol worship.   
  They were known as the temple prostitutes.  They dressed a particular fancy way.  
 
Myth#2: Women shouldn’t speak 
 Misrepresentation of 1 Tim 2:12-14 and 1 Corinthians 14:33-35. 
 CONTEXT IS KING.  
 Context here is that there were people in this local church gathering that were being loud, 
 flamboyant, boisterous, frenzied during the worship meeting.   It happened to be women.  
 Paul is saying to everyone: 
 DON’T BE DISTRACTING.  Not a permanent injunction against women everywhere for all time 
 “As with ALL the congregations of the saints, women should remain silent in the churches.” 
 Just like with everyone, everywhere else, don’t speak out of turn.  Don’t disrupt the worship 
 service.  
 
Myth#3: Women shouldn’t teach 
 paraggellō – charge, not “permit”  ORDER.   
 I do not charge women to teach.  I do not order women to teach.  NOT “I do not permit” 
 Compare with same exact term used in 1 Tim 6:17 (I order the rich not to be prideful) 
 The point is not that women should never teach men, because clearly God gives the example 
 that Priscilla and Junia did exactly that.   
 
Myth#4: Women can’t be leaders 
 Let’s be absolutely clear: 



There are no explicit New Testament prohibitions against women serving in leadership. 
 
Although he accepted that people may have different roles in society, the apostle Paul proclaimed 
that all believers are equal in God's sight: 
    “You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:26-29) 
 
There are many biblical examples of women leaders. The following women were divinely called to 
lead, were affirmed by their faith communities, and were specifically recorded in scripture as part of 
God’s revealed truth.  
 
Old Testament: 

• Miriam – prophetess; played major role in Exodus; led worship singing and dancing (Exodus 
15:20) The prophet Micah identifies Miriam as one of the three leaders sent by God to 
bring Israel out of Egypt (Micah 6:4) 

 
• Deborah – prophet; judge; led Israeli troops into battle with Barak (Judges 4:4-5) 
•   As both prophet and judge, Deborah exercised complete religious, political, 

   judicial, and military authority over the people of Israel. 
 

• Esther – directed God’s people from the King’s court (Esther 4:15-17)  
it is Esther’s defiance to her husband in speaking to him without being summoned (at the risk 
of death), that ultimately saves the Jewish people. 
 

• Athaliah (2 Chronicles 22:10-12) ruled over the land (granted, she was ruthless) 
 

• Hulda – prophetess (2 Kings 22:14) 
Described as Israel’s last good king, Josiah reigned for thirty-one years during a final period of peace 
before the Babylonian exile. About halfway through his reign, Josiah learned that the long-lost Book 
of the Law—the Torah—has been discovered in the temple. Upon hearing the words of the Torah 
read aloud, Josiah tore his robes in repentance and summoned a prophet, for he saw how far Israel 
had strayed from God’s ways. It’s important to note that contemporaries of Josiah included the famed 
prophets Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habakkuk. But Josiah did not ask for help from any of 
those men. Instead he chose Huldah, a woman and prophet who lived in Jerusalem. “Huldah is not 
chosen because no men were available,” writes Scot McKnight in The Blue Parakeet,  “She is 
chosen because she is truly exceptional among the prophets.”  Huldah first confirmed the 
scroll’s authenticity and then told Josiah that the disobedience of Israel would indeed lead to its 
destruction, but that Josiah himself would die in peace. Thus, Huldah not only interpreted, but also 
authorized, the document that would become the core of Jewish and Christian Scripture. Her 
prophecy was fulfilled thirty-five years later (2 Kings 22). 
 
About “prophetess” 
A prophet is a spokesman for God, a person chosen by God to speak to people on God's behalf and 
convey a message or teaching. Prophets were role models of holiness, scholarship and closeness to 
God. They set the standards for the entire community. 
 
What does that sound like in our modern context?  Pastor.  
 
Again, let me be absolutely clear: the statement “pastors must be male” does not appear anywhere in 
Scripture. 



 
Let’s look at some more prominent leaders in the Bible.  
 
New Testament: 

• Anna – prophet who pronounced Jesus to be the redemption of Israel (Luke 2:36) 
 

• Lydia – business woman who became a central leader in the Philippians Church (Acts 16:40) 
 

• Priscilla – helped Paul establish churches at Corinth and Ephesus; corrected Apollo’s 
preaching (Acts 18:24-26) 

 
• Junia – an apostle (Romans 16:7) of note among the apostles. OUTSTANDING among them. 

 
 The fourth-century bishop of Constantinople, John Chrysostom, said of Junia, “To be an 
apostle is something great. But to be outstanding among the apostles—just think what a 
wonderful song of praise that is! . . . Indeed how great the wisdom of this woman must have 
been that she was even deemed worthy of the title of apostle.” 
 

• Phoebe – deacon; commended by Paul for her service to the church (Acts 21:7-9, Romans 
16:1-16) In Paul’s letters, deacons are connected to ministry and service of the word (1 
Corinthians 3:5-9) 

 
• Mary Magdalene - Mary of Magdala (identified by her hometown rather than by the name of 

her husband or son) accompanied Jesus through his suffering and crucifixion (Mt 27:56; Mk 
15:40; Lk 23:27-31; Jn 19:25) and was the first witness to Jesus’ resurrection (Mt 28:1; Mk 
16:1; Lk 24:10; Jn 20:1, 11-18). At the resurrection, Jesus chose her to announce the news to 
the disciples. According to Jn 20:11-18, she had the privilege of seeing the risen Jesus before 
anyone else. The Early Church called her: “apostle to the apostles.” 

 
• Tabitha – the only woman in the Bible called “disciple” (mathetria) – the same term used for 

the 12.  Master seamstress, business owner, philantropist, making clothes for the poor, always 
doing good, known throughout the land. 

 
• Daughters of Philip the Evangelist (Hermione, Irais, Chariline, Eutychis). Mentioned in Acts 

21:8-9, detailed in writings of historians Eusebius and Papius. Eusebius held the women as 
examples of the right living [9] and refers to them as “great lights” or “mighty luminaries” [10] 
People would travel long distances to consult them.[11] Furthermore, Eusebius regarded 
Philip’s daughters and their ministry as the benchmark for prophetic ministry in the early 
church. 

 
Myth#5: Women are looked at second class citizens 
 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female, for you are all one IN CHRIST JESUS. – Galatians 3:28 
 
Historically speaking, women in our faith tradition have been more liberated, more honored, more 
valued, more empowered than any other faith.  
 
There are some very Strong Women named in the Bible: 
 
Popular ones: 
Eve – mother of all 
Mary – mother of Jesus 



Elizabeth – mother of John the Baptist 
Sarah – laughed at God (gen 21:5-7) 
Ruth – bravery, faith, obedience 
Rahab – prostitute Joshua 2, 6:22-25, Heb 11:31, James 2:25, Matt 1:5, feared God 
 
Lesser known: 
Shiphrah & Puah  Exodus 1 midwives, civil disobedience 
 feared God more than Pharoah 
 
Mahlah, Noah, Moglah, Milcah, Tirzah – spoke up to Moses, reversed patriarchal precedent about 
 land ownership.  
 They caused reform of the culture to take possession of their father’s inheritance.  
 Expanded rights of women - women became eligible heirs of property 
 
Tamar – Gen 38, preserved family line.  Jesus’ family line 
 
Jael – killed Sisera (commander of enemy army) by driving a tent peg through his skull.(Judges 4)  
 we could call her the first female military special forces operator in recorded history.   
 
Abigail (1 Sam 25) – bribed David & his 400 men with food to spare her family 
 
Lois and Eunice – Timothy’s grandmother and mother, examples in faith to him 
 
Myth#6: The Psalms 31 Woman is the goal for all women to strive for 
 CONTEXT IS KING 
 Great ideals but let yourself off the hook.  Please.  
 FACT: it’s written to a MAN.  For King Lemuel, from sayings his MOTHER used to say. (31:1) 
 One woman’s motherly advice... 
 not a universal prescription for Biblical womanhood for all women.  
 
“Listen, my son! Listen, son of my womb! 
     Listen, my son, the answer to my prayers! 
Do not spend your strength on women, 
     your vigor on those who ruin kings.” 
                                    –Proverbs 31:2-3 
 
Proverbs 31 was not written to Christian wives to instruct them in how to “measure up.” It was 
written for a man to inspire him for what type of woman to look for. (A virtuous woman) 
In context, the mother is basically telling her son: “Don’t make bad choices. Don’t get drunk. Don’t 
chase women. Treat others well, and find yourself a good, Godly woman. Here’s what that looks like.” 
 
NOT: “Christian women, you must do EVERY SINGLE ONE of these things to measure up.” 
 
 
The phrase in (Proverbs 31:10) “a virtuous woman who can find?” comes from the Hebrew words 
“eshet chayil,” which can be translated as “woman of valor” 
 
Something Rachel Held Evans once shared after making friends with ladies that served in the Israeli 
military is that Jewish women will praise each other with a hearty “eshet chayil!” as a way of 
saying “You go girl! You’re awesome! Woman of valor!” 
 



Well, as it turns out, Proverbs 31 isn’t the only place “eshet chayil” is mentioned in the Bible. 
you can also find it in Ruth 3:11, where Boaz tells Ruth: 
“And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask.  
All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character.”  Eshet chayil.   
  
How often do Christian women assume that, if you want to be amazing Godly women, you HAVE to 
be wives, mothers and homemakers? That something is wrong with if you’re not?  
 
Well, guess what. Ruth’s life looked NOTHING like the Virtuous Woman’s life in Proverbs 31. 
 
She didn’t have servants. She was so poor she had to go glean the leftovers in Boaz’s fields. 
She wasn’t a wife. She wasn’t a mom. Her husband died without giving her children, leaving her a 
widow. 
 
And yet, Boaz saw her and called her an “eshet chayil” — a woman of valor. Because that’s 
exactly what she was. 
  
And you know what? You can be a woman of valor too.  
 
Not by being the Proverbs 31 Woman. She’s not real anyways.  But by being the amazing Godly 
woman God created YOU to be! 
 
Not a wife? Not a mom? Mess up all the time?  
Look, speaking on behalf of the male half of the species, you don’t need me to tell you that we mess 
up all the time.  Can I get a witness? 
 
There are many strong women in the Bible.  Each a woman of valor.  An Eschet Chayil.   
 
There is no one size fits all.  Each struggled in her own particular set of challenges and trials.   
 
And God chose to include the stories of each in His revelation to us so that we all can remember their 
examples, be encouraged and inspired and learn to be ...  
 
brave 
faithful 
hopeful 
wise 
bold 
woman of valor.   
Eschet Chayil.   
 
These strong women in the Bible paved the way for every woman to be likewise an eschet chayil 
to embrace who God has created each to be.  A daughter of His.   
 
I’d like to share a story about my friend, Margaret.   
Margaret is a rather outspoken Bible scholar who has written lots of books that help people get to 
know Jesus better.  She recently fought cancer and thanks to God, she beat it.  She often travels to 
speak at conferences for ministry leaders.  
 
Recently she spoke at a conference and afterward a group of very upset men approached her, asking 
what gave her as a woman the right to teach men.   
 



She responded like this:  “Well, God tells me in His Word that as a follower of Jesus and trusting in 
Him alone for salvation, I’m resurrected into new life with Him and adopted into His family as a 
daughter of God and a co-heir of the kingdom.  He calls me His daughter.  And as His daughter – a 
daughter of the King, that makes me royalty.  A princess.  And what princess does not have the right 
to speak on her father’s behalf?” 
 
The men left her alone.  
 
If you are a born again follower of Christ, you are by God’s own Word, adopted into His family.   
An adopted daughter, of the King of Kings.  Royalty.  Co-heir to His Kingdom.  A priest in a kingdom 
of priests.  
With the full right to speak on His behalf.  
 
God wants you to own that identity.   
 
Free from myths, yokes of unattainable standards, and misperception that shackle you, when God 
has done so much to set you free.  
 
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
Galatians 5:1 
 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
Matthew 11:28-30 
 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves. 
And I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk upright. 
Leviticus 26:13 
 
Ladies.  Walk upright in the Lord.  
 
Men.  Encourage and bless our sisters as they do.  
 
Let’s pray.  


